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1 Introduction 

1.1 Categorization 

1.1.1 The hydrocarbon industry can be segregated into upstream and downstream industry.  
Upstream industry includes activities relating to prospecting for and exploration, 
development and production of, oil and gas.  Refining, transportation of both crude and 
petroleum products, marketing and retailing of refined petroleum products are part of the 
downstream industry.   

1.1.2 The categorization of various Acts, Rules, Policies, Notifications and Regulations has 
been done based on the primary applicability of that Act, Rule, Policy and Regulation to 
the upstream or the downstream oil & gas industry.  Acts, Rules, Policies and 
Regulations which apply to both the upstream and downstream sectors are included in 
the “Others” section.  Notifications have been captured in a separate chapter.   
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2 Upstream Industry 

2.1 Oilfields (Regulation and Development Act), 1948 

2.2 Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act, 1957 

2.3 Petroleum and Natural Gas Rules, 1959 

2.4 The Territorial Waters, Continental Shelf, Exclusive Economic Zone and other 
Maritime Zones Act, 1976 

2.5 Oil & Mines Regulation, 1984 

2.6 New Exploration Licensing Policy, 1999 

2.7 The Offshore Areas Mineral (Development and Regulation) Act, 2002 

2.8 Petroleum & Natural Gas (Amendment) Rules, 2003 

2.9 Petroleum & Natural Gas (Amendment) Rules, 2004 

2.10 Petroleum and Natural Gas (Amendment) Rules, 2006  

2.11 Policy for merger of exploration phases under NELP III & NELP IV (shallow and 
deep water blocks) Production Sharing Contract, 2007 

2.12 Policy for substitution of additional metreage drilled in deeper wells against total 
metreage commitment as part of minimum work programme (MWP) in the 
Production Sharing Contracts (PSCs), 2007 
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3 Downstream Industry 

3.1 Petroleum Act, 1934  

3.2 The Petroleum and Minerals Pipelines (Acquisition of Right of User Inland Act, 
1962) 

3.3 Petroleum Rules, 2002 

3.4 Auto Fuel Policy, 2003  

3.5 Proposed Petroleum Product Pipelines (Regulation of Tariff) Order, 2005 

3.6 Bio-diesel Purchase Policy, 2005 

3.7 Petroleum and Natural Gas Regulatory Board Act, 2006  

3.8 Policy for Development of Natural Gas Pipelines and City or Local Natural Gas 
Distribution Networks, 2006 
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4 Others 

4.1 Explosives Act, 1884 

4.2 The Land Acquisition Act, 1894  

4.3 Indian Boiler Act, 1923 

4.4 Cinematography Film Rules, 1948 

4.5 Inflammable Substances Act, 1952 

4.6 Essential Commodities Act, 1955 

4.7 Oil Industry Development Act, 1974 

4.8 Oil Industry Development Rules, 1975 

4.9 Static & Mobile Pressure Vessels (Unfired) Rules, 1981 

4.10 Explosives Rules, 1983  

4.11 Environment Protection Act, 1986 

4.12 Calcium Carbide Rules, 1987 

4.13 Gas Cylinder Rules, 2004 

4.14 National Environment Policy, 2006 

4.15 OISD Standards 

4.16 FDI Policy 
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5 Notifications (Upstream) 

5.1 Notification on Amendments in Oilfields (Regulation and Development Act 1948), 
dated 16.12.2004  

5.2 Gazette Notification on Powers of DGH in the Upstream Sector, September 2006 



 

 

List of Acts, Rules, Policies, Notifications and Regulations applicable to India’s Hydrocarbon Industry  
Petroleum Federation of India Page 9  

6 Notifications (Downstream) 

6.1 Kerosene (Restriction on Use & Fixation of Ceiling Price), 12/01/2007  

6.2 Kerosene (Restriction on Use and Fixation of Ceiling price) - Exemption to MRPL 
and RIL, 03/02/2005  

6.3 Sale of 5% ethanol blended petrol - Price and availability of ethanol, 27/10/2004  

6.4 Revision of Excise Duty on Petroleum Products, 18/08/2004  

6.5 Revision of Customs Duty on Petroleum Products, 18/08/2004  

6.6 Revision of Excise Duty on Petroleum Products, 15/06/2004  

6.7 Authorization for collection of information on Petroleum products by PPAC and 
AAC, 26/12/2003  

6.8 Freight Subsidy (For Far Flung Areas) Scheme 2002, 28/01/2003  

6.9 PDS Kerosene and Domestic LPG Subsidy Scheme 2002, 28/01/2003  

6.10 The Irrecoverable Taxes Compensation Scheme, 2002, 16/01/2003  

6.11 Notification on sale of only 5% ethanol blended petrol in the states of AP, 
Maharashtra, Punjab and UP, 26/12/2002  

6.12 Guidelines for laying Petroleum Products Pipelines, 20/11/2002  

6.13 Sale of 5% Ethanol Blended petrol, 12/09/2002  

6.14 MS & HSD (Regulation of Supply and Distribution and Prevention of Malpractices) 
2nd amendment order, 03/09/2002  

6.15 Gazette Notification on authorization of Officers of Anti Adulteration Cell to 
exercise the powers, 27/06/2002  
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6.16 Notification to dismantle APM in petroleum sector, abolition of OCC and formation 
of PPAC, 30/03/2002  

6.17 Dismantling of APM, 28/03/2002  

6.18 Gazette Notification for exemption granted from the provisions of rule 16 for a 
period one year, 22/03/2002  

6.19 Gazette Notification of MS and HSD (Regulation of Supply and Distribution. and 
Prevention of Malpractices) Amendment Order 2002, 15/03/2002  

6.20 Authorization to market transportation fuels MS, HSD and ATF to new entrants 
including private sector, 08/03/2002  

6.21 Solvent Raffinate and Slop (acquisition, Sale, Storage & Prevention of Use in 
Automobiles) Order 2000, 21/11/2001  

6.22 Liquefied Petroleum Gas (Regulation of Use in Motor Vehicles) Order 2001, 
01/08/2001  

6.23 Aviation Turbine Fuel (Regulation of Marketing) Order 2001, 31/03/2001  

6.24 Decontrol of pricing of ATF w.e.f. 1.4.2001, 30/03/2001  

6.25 Amendment to Kerosene (Restriction on Use and Fixation of Ceiling Price) Order 
1993 dt 22.2.2001 

6.26 Liquid Fuel Based Power Plants, 19/01/2001  

6.27 Corrigendum to Naphtha (Acquisition, Sale, Storage and Prevention of Use in 
Automobiles) Order 2000, 30/06/2000  

6.28 Naphtha (Acquisition, Sale, Storage and Prevention of Use in Automobile) Order, 
2000. 05/06/2000  

6.29 Solvent, Reffinate and Slop (Acquisition, Sale Storage and Prevention of Use of 
Automobiles) Order 2000, 05/06/2000  

6.30 Liquefied Petroleum Gas (Regulation of Supply and Distribution) Order 2000, 
26/04/2000  
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6.31 Notification regarding export contracts to be registered with the OCC., 01/10/1999  

6.32 The Gazette Notification - Petroleum Products (Maintenance of Production, 
Storage and Supply) Order 1999, 16/04/1999  

6.33 Petroleum Products (Maintenance of Production, Storage and Supply) Order 1999, 
16/04/1999  

6.34 MS & HSD (Regulation of Supply and Distribution and Prevention of Malpractices) 
Order 1998, 28/12/1998  

6.35 Exemption of crude produced in the exploration blocks to be offered under New 
Exploration Licensing Policy, 09/11/1998  

6.36 Kerosene (Restriction on Use and Fixation of Ceiling Price) (Amendment) Order 
1998, 21/10/1998  

6.37 Issue of 10.5% percent Oil Companies (Non Transferable) Government Special 
Bonds 2005, 27/02/1998  

6.38 The details of phasing of dismantling programme of Administered Pricing 
Mechanism (APM), 21/11/1997  

6.39 Kerosene (Restriction on Use and Fixation of Ceiling Price) (Amendment) Order 
1996, 08/03/1996  

6.40 Lubricating Oils as Environmental Friendly Products Labelling Criteria, 07/09/1995  

6.41 Kerosene (Restriction on Use and Fixation of Ceiling Price) (Amendment) Order 
1995, 19/06/1995  

6.42 Notification No.508 (E) In pursuance of sub clause(c) of clause 7 of Kerosene 
(Restriction on Use, 07/07/1994  

6.43 Notification No.509 (E) In pursuance of sub clause (a) of clause 9 of Kerosene 
(Restriction on Use, 07/07/1994  

6.44 Kerosene (Restriction on Use and Fixation of Ceiling Price) Order 1993, 02/09/1993  
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6.45 Lubricating Oils as Environmental Friendly Products - Notification No. GSR 599(E), 
18/06/1992  

6.46 Lubricating Oils and Greases (Processing, Supply and Distribution Regulation) 
Amendment Order 1988, 01/04/1988  

6.47 Lubricating Oils and Greases (Processing, Supply and Distribution Regulation) 
Amendment Order 1988, 24/03/1988  

6.48 Lubricating Oils and Greases (Processing, Supply and Distribution Regulation) 
Amendment Order 1987, 26/09/1987  

6.49 Lubricating Oils and Greases (Processing, Supply and Distribution Regulation) 
Order 1987, 01/04/1987  

6.50 Resolution on major recommendations of OPC, 16/12/1977  

6.51 Resolution of formation of OCC, 14/07/1975 


